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City officials held a press conference on Wednesday, asking for help with
solving the murder of K’Mia Simmons, 21, who was killed on March 30
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ST. PETERSBURG – In the
first three months of 2021, homicides in St. Pete have almost outnumbered 2020’s total; one day
saw two separate fatal shootings
– all the victims and suspects are
Black.
K’Mia Simmons, 21, was
killed on March 30 while riding
along in the passenger seat of a
car as multiple gunshots were
fired into the vehicle at the intersection of 18th Avenue and 22nd
Street South. She was holding
her 1-year-old baby when she
was shot, as her 2-year-old child
sat in the back seat. Neither the
male driver nor the two children
were harmed.
Dquaz Davis, 20, was shot to
death in front of a residence near
the intersection of Fargo Street
and 13th Avenue South. He was
taken to a local hospital, where he
died of his injuries. Paul Alexander Reaves, 21, and Ajay Alvarez,
19, have been arrested in Davis’s
fatal shooting.
Mayor Rick Kriseman and

Police Chief Anthony Holloway,
speaking from the St. Pete Police
Department the day after the
shootings, made public appeals
for the gun violence to stop. The
mayor cited a Time magazine article that noted 2020 was the
deadliest year for gun violence in
20 years. But that story, the
mayor said, was not the St. Pete
story in 2020.
“Thanks to our community,
our police chief, the men and
women who wear the uniform
every day, and the countless policies and programs we’ve had in
place since 2014, we’ve managed
to hit some record lows in violent
crime,” he said. “We’ve done a
good job — until now.”
Kriseman, flanked by city
council members Lisa WheelerBowman and Deborah FiggsSanders, then made a direct plea
to the community, hoping the
right people were listening: “Put
the guns away! Please!”
No problem is worth taking a
life, he stressed, and every homicide is two lives lost — the deceased and the murderer. The
mayor allowed that this pan-

demic year had been a particularly tough and stressful one, and
it may have played a role in the
nationwide increase in gun violence.
“And so, our work must continue,” he said, citing anti-crime
initiatives such as “Not My Son”
and “Enough is Enough,” and the
city’s community-oriented policing as factors that have worked in
the past to curb violent crime.
“This is St. Pete,” Kriseman
said. “We are a safe city. We are a
loving city. We are a healthy city,
and gun violence has everything
to do with public health. We are
better than this, and we will keep
working every day to make sure
of that. But we need some folks
to think twice about their actions.
We need them to understand that
pulling the trigger is a final act.
Once it’s done, there’s no turning
back.”
Holloway made a similar appeal: “These homicides have to
stop in our city! It has to end
today!”
This year the city has seen 12
See SHOOTINGS, page 2

Saturday Morning Shoppe open
for business
BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Small
business owners in the Tampa
Bay area will soon have a new
place to showcase their products
and attract new customers. The
Saturday Morning Marketplace
will debut this Saturday, April 3,
from 10-6 p.m., and will feature
dozens of small businesses with
a variety of products for sale.
The first event will be held
outside on Bethel Community
Baptist Church’s grounds, 2901
54th Ave. S, in St. Pete.
Marketplace founder, Renee
Edwards, said she plans to bring
the event to the community on
the first Saturday of every month,
allowing small businesses an opportunity to network and grow
their customer base.
During the pandemic, many
businesses have had to close
their doors or scale back. The
Saturday Morning Marketplace
creates another outlet for small
and Black-owned businesses to

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart seen here showing off
Renee Edwards’ product called Skin Kandii.
sell their wares.
Baptist Church to launch the in“This is something I’ve augural event. Vendors will have
wanted to do for a long time,” said products to sell, ranging from
Edwards. “I hope everyone that African Art to detox tea.
vends will make a profit and that
“Black businesses are not just
everyone who attends finds it en- for Black people; however, I do
joyable enough to come back in want to say I’m proud of the peoMay.”
ple who are going to be here,
Edwards, owner of the Skin look forward to more opportuniKandii, LLC, has secured a spon- ties, and I’m hoping this will
sorship with Bethel Community

William Blackshear
WOODBRIDGE, VA. – William
“Bill” Blackshear, one of the cornerstones upon which The Weekly
Challenger was built, passed away
Sunday, March 21.
From army veteran to GE Plant
Weapons specialist, from historymaking public official to groundbreaking
trailblazer
and
salesperson “extraordinaire” of
Pinellas County’s oldest AfricanAmerican newspaper, Mr. Blackshear filled a tremendous void while
living a public life to its fullest.
Born in Marianna, Fla., on June
1, 1935, to William Sr. and Julia Dennis, née Spires, he was raised by his
mother and his grandmother, Anne
Spires, until adulthood. The family
moved to Safety Harbor in 1947,
where Mr. Blackshear spent his
teenage years and where he also
met his wife-to-be, Ms. Betty Booze,
in Clearwater.
The two married in 1953, and
soon the babies started coming, six
in all. Mr. Blackshear served in the
United States Army for six years,
two years in active duty and four in
the reserves. He was honorably
discharged in 1962.
Mr. Blackshear worked for General Electric’s Pinellas Peninsula
Plant in advanced production on the
Atomic Energy Commission contract. He then lent his talents and
commitment to public service, first
serving as president of the Lincoln
Nursery Association, then president of the Lincoln School PTA, and
chairman of the Lincoln Highland
Home Improvement Committee.
In 1964, then 29-years-old, Mr.
Blackshear achieved a stunning political victory during the days of Jim
Crow Pinellas County. He defeated
three white candidates for a Safety
Harbor city commission seat. The
day after the election, a St. Petersburg Times article headline read:
“Negro Wins City Election.” Mr.
Blackshear was the first African

See SHOPPE, page 17

See BLACKSHEAR, page 17
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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Police pleads with community for help in solving
K’Mia Simmons’ murder
SHOOTINGS, from front page

homicides and one case of
manslaughter, the chief
said, compared to last
year’s total of 15 homicides.
The 12 homicides were all
African Americans, and 11
of them were killed by gunshots. Every one of the suspects is African American,
Holloway said.
“As an African American, this pains me,” the
chief said.
Since the creation of the
Not My Son campaign in
2016, St. Pete saw a considerable reduction in the
number of violent deaths of
Black teens. Now, Holloway said, we need to ask
the community for help
again. We need to stop settling our differences with
guns, he underscored.
“We’re losing too many
of our residents to homicide and incarceration,” he
said, adding that we need to
focus on prevention.
The 12 homicides, Holloway said, were not random killings but cases of
people trying to settle differences with lethal force.
Yet once the bullet leaves
the gun, it has no name assigned to it. The death of
Simmons is an example of
that.
“She was not the intended target, he said, “but
that bullet struck and killed
her.”
Holloway said SPPD
believes the car that Simmons was in — a Volvo
sedan — was targeted, but
she was not. The vehicle
was stopped at a stop sign

Left, Police Chief Anthony Holloway
and Lisa Wheeler-Bowman
when another vehicle
swerved around it to block
it, and a shooter then fired
into the Volvo. The male
driver of the Volvo left the
scene with the two small
children, and the chief
wants him to come forward
and provide any information that might lead to an
arrest of any suspects.
“We want to talk to the
person that was driving the
car; we want to talk to anybody that was in the area
that can help us find this
guy that killed a 21-year-old
female and shot at two babies,” Holloway said.
“We are tired of this,”
said Wheeler-Bowman,
whose son Cabretti was
shot to death in 2008. “We
are tired of losing loved
ones.”
She read from a social
media post she said was
made by the driver of the
Volvo who left the scene.
“K’Mia was a good girl,
went to school, all that, did
whatever for her lil’ girls,”
she read. “I just wanna

shoot myself in the head.”
Also, in the post she
read, he claimed he left the
crime scene because of
what the police would do to
him because he is a felon.
“You talk about all that,
you know who was after
you, and you won’t come
forward,” said WheelerBowman. “Don’t blame my
police officers, don’t blame
me, blame yourself. Do the
right thing and turn him in;
you know who it is.”
Still reeling from her
son’s death, she told reporters, “Every time
there’s a murder ... I know
what the family is feeling,
and it breaks my heart. No
one should have to lose
their loved one to senseless
gun violence,” she said,
holding back the tears.
“Nobody wants to stand up
and do the right thing, and
I’m sick of it.”
Anyone who has any information should call St.
Pete police at (727) 8937780 or text SPPD plus
your tip to TIP411.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the undersigned, desiring to
engage in business under the fictitious name of Fewox
Properties, 4801 34th Street, St. Petersburg, County of Pinellas,
State of Florida, 33711, intends to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 1st day of April 2021, Fewox,
Robert Dempsy LLC, 4801 34th Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33711.
Published date of April 1, 2021.
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Askia Muhammad Aquil receives key to the city
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Community activist and
civil rights leader Imam
Askia Muhammad Aquil
was awarded the key to the
City of St. Petersburg during the March 18 city council meeting.
“Askia has dedicated
his life to making life better
for others through his work
to create quality affordable
housing, his efforts around
poverty reduction, and

through peace,” said Mayor
Rick Kriseman.” Askia has
this aura around him; I
think that is evident. Not
only when you first meet
him, but every time you’re
with him, an aura that exudes peace, kindness, compassion.
Last month, the Tampa
Times profiled Aquil’s journey from being targeted by
the FBI as a young man in
college to his activism with
veterans and helping to
fight economic disparities.
Kriseman said the article
was a difficult read because
it is an all too familiar story.
“As a younger man, he
was targeted by the FBI for
being a Black vocal leader
in the Civil Rights Movement,” stated Kriseman.
“He was arrest. He was
even arrested once for the
charge of obscenity for simply quoting a passage from
another civil rights leader.
And yet, he overcame
much and continues to give

much.”
Husband, father, and
long-time political and social justice activist, Aquil is
also a leader in the faith
community, helping to organize the annual Iftar dinner, which brings together
the entire faith community
to celebrate the breaking of
fast during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan.
The mayor also credits
Aquil with helping the city’s
African-American poverty
level hit an all-time low.
“Askia is proof that,
when given the opportunity
to contribute in positive,
meaningful ways, you can
make a difference. That
your contributions can
make our community and
our whole world a better
place,” said Kriseman.
Councilmember Brandi
Gabbard worked with Aquil
on the Veterans Reintegration Project more than a
decade ago. While their
project did not come to

fruition, Gabbard said she
learned important life lessons from Aquil.
“Never give up, to always fight hard, to lead with
a moral compass that
guides you to the right path
that you should be on,” she
asserted.
While accepting the
highest honor one can receive from a mayor, Aquil
choked back the tears, saying, “My prayer is that the
creator who endowed all of
us with inalienable rights,
that creator will make our
city, our state, our country,
our world places of peace
and of security and of compassion. Places where the
rights, both [sic] constitutional, human, and civil
rights of all people, the dignity of every single human
being is protected, safeguarded, and respected. I
pledge to you that I will continue to do my part in conjunction with you.”

Mayor Rick Kriseman presented Askia
Muhammad Aquil with the key to the city on
March 18 at City Hall.

New Community input opportunities for the Trop site redevelopment
ST. PETERSBURG –
Several opportunities are
launching in April for residents to provide input regarding the Tropicana
Field site redevelopment
project. The creation of
these opportunities follows
the City of St. Petersburg’s
announcement of shortlisted development partner
proposals, which were announced earlier this month.
There are three ways
for residents to provide
input regarding the proposals leading up to the final
development partner being
selected:
1. Attend a virtual or inperson public meeting.

Registration and masks will
be required for in-person
meetings. Attendance to inperson meetings will be
limited to allow for social
distancing. Mon., April 5
from 6 – 8:30 p.m. (Virtual,
participation info TBA)
Wed., April 7 from 6 – 8:30
p.m. at The Coliseum, 535
4th Ave. N. (In-Person)
Thurs., April 8 from 6 – 8:30
p.m. at The Coliseum, 535
4th Ave. N. (In-Person)
2. Visit an immersive
showroom to see proposal
summaries and renderings.
The following showroom
locations will be active starting April 12.
• North Library: 861

70th Ave. N. Mirror Lake
Library: 280 5th St. N.
• JW Cate Rec Center:
5801 22nd Ave. N.
• Enoch Davis Rec
Center: 1111 18th Ave. S.
3. Leave a comment online at stpete.org/trop.
Community feedback
will be collected until the
final ribbon is cut on the
Tropicana Field redevelopment. Input collected during this shortlist period will
be provided to Mayor Rick
Kriseman to inform a final
development partner selection later this year. Register
for public meetings and
view more project updates
at stpete.org/trop.
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LEADS, Inc. offers FREE incentivied programs to families
in Pinellas & Hillsborough County Communities!

YOUTH PROGRAMS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 11-19
HEARTS CAMP for teens ages 14-19
FRIEND CAMP for youth 11-14
Those completing the two-day camp receive a T-shirt & up to $95 in gift cards!
BOTH CAMPS are age-appropriate & help youth build a foundation for healthy peer,
family, romantic and work relationships for now and for the future. Camps address the
physical & emotional sides of relationships, so youth learn to protect their hearts as well
as their bodies. The culturally responsive lessons help youth make wise, values-based
relationship & sexual choices and set appropriate relationship boundaries. Youth receive
a “SWAG BAG” with snacks & materials for interactive, virtual, implementation. (Faceto-Face services available as COVID restrictions allow.)

THE CAMPS MEET ON TWO CONSECUTIVE SATURDAYS USING ZOOM.
Youth must have access to a smartphone, computer, or tablet with camera & microphone
(Loaners may be available)
NEXT CAMP DATE - APRIL 10 & 17 - LIMITED SPACE SO REGISTER NOW!
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: Wednesday prior to camp start date
by 5:00 p.m. at www.leadsflorida.org/programs
Questions? Call 727-896-9119
NEW FOR PARENTS: Effective Black Parenting Webinar, designed specifically
for parents of African-American children ages 0-17. EBP helps parents raise
confident, successful, proud African American children. Parents completing the
two-part virtual program (total of 6 hours), receive a $75.00 gift card.
REGISTER: https://nextstepp.dm.networkforgood.com/forms/effective-blackparenting-registration-form Questions? Call 727-896-9119
SEEKING RECRUITMENT PARTNERS! Partners receive $75 per youth
who completes. Call 727-896-9119 or email carole.alexander@nextstepp.org
to sign-up your agency/church or organization.
Implemented by LEADS. www.leadsflorida.org through grants from OPA
of the HHS, FYSB of HHS, Community Foundation of Tampa Bay, and the
Pinellas Community Foundation. The Next STEPP Center serves as the
Recruitment Agency for all programs.

SOME THING BIG
IS HAPPENING
And we mean BIG! The City is seeking a redevelopment partner for
the Tropicana Field site. We want to know how you see yourself
using this space in the future. There are three ways to provide input:
;m7-bu|-ѴoubmŊr;uvomr0Ѵb1l;;ঞm]ĺ!;]bv|u-ঞom-m7l-vhvbѴѴ0;u;tbu;7=ou
bmŊr;uvoml;;ঞm]vĺ;m7-m1;|obmŊr;uvoml;;ঞm]vbѴѴ0;Ѵblb|;7|o-ѴѴo=ouvo1b-Ѵ
7bv|-m1bm]ĺ
• Mon., April 5=uolѵŋѶĹƒƏrĺlĺŐ(bu|-Ѵķr-uঞ1br-ঞombm=o$ő
• Wed., April 7=uolѵŋѶĹƒƏrĺlĺ-|$_;oѴbv;lķƔƒƔƓ|_;ĺĺŐmŊ;uvomő
• Thurs., April 8=uolѵŋѶĹƒƏrĺlĺ-|$_;oѴbv;lķƔƒƔƓ|_;ĺĺŐmŊ;uvomő
(bvb|-mbll;uvb;v_ouool|ov;;ruorov-Ѵvll-ub;v-m7u;m7;ubm]vĺ
$_;=oѴѴobm]v_ouoolѴo1-ঞomvbѴѴ0;-1ঞ;v|-uঞm]rubѴƐƑĺ
• North LibraryĹѶѵƐƕƏ|_;ĺĺ
• Mirror Lake LibraryĹƑѶƏƔ|_"|ĺĺ
• JW Cate Rec CenteuĹƔѶƏƐƑƑm7;ĺĺ
• Enoch Davis Rec CenterĹƐƐƐƐƐѶ|_;ĺ"ĺ
;-;-1oll;m|omѴbm;-|stpete.org/tropĺ
ollmb|=;;70-1hbѴѴ0;1oѴѴ;1|;7mঞѴ|_;Cm-Ѵub00ombv1|om|_;
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lou;ruof;1|r7-|;v-|stpete.org/tropĺ
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2021 individual artist grant
application open

CONNECT WITH US!

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Arts
Alliance, in partnership
with the Mayor’s Office of
Cultural Affairs, is accepting applications for the Individual Artist Grant
Program. Now, in its fifth
year, these 15 grants are
intended to provide financial assistance to St. Pete
resident artists for specific
projects.
The program is designed to support public
engagement (if COVID
guidelines allow) of individual work/projects in
the visual arts, craft arts,
dance, music, theater or literature. The applicant’s resume
must
show
commitment to the art
form through education,
training, or professional
experience and must show
evidence of exhibition,
public performance, or
being published during
the past two years.
The grant period is
May 1, 2021, through Sept.
18, 2021. Applicants may
request funding up to
$1,000. The complete application and guidelines
are online at stpeteartsalliance.org.
Eligible projects
Be creative! The program is designed to support public engagement of
individual
artists’
work/projects in the visual/craft arts, dance,
music, theater or literature.

Eligibility
• Applicant must be
at least 18 years of age.
• Artists who have received an award within
the past two years are not
eligible for 2021 grant
funds.
• Applicant must be a
legal resident of St. Petersburg and is expected
to continue their residency in the city of St. Petersburg following the
grant award.
• Students pursuing
any degree or full-time
faculty in higher education are not eligible for
college or university projects. Faculty may apply if
it is for a separate creative business.
• “Accomplished” status may be determined
by artistic resume, training, or achievement; catalogs; programs, press
clips, and/or articles.
• The applicant’s resume must show com-

mitment to the art form
through
education,
training, or professional
experience and must
show evidence of exhibition, public performance, or being published
during the past two
years.
• Non-profit arts organizations are not eligible for this grant and
should apply to the City
of St. Petersburg’s Arts
Grants Program.
Grant period and
amount
• The grant period is
May 1-Sept. 18
• You may request
funding up to $1,000.
• All projects should
have a Sept. 18 end date;
however, the date may
be extended if a community engagement part of
the program must occur
after that date.
• Grant funds may
not be requested for expenditures before May 1.

W E E NCOURAGE
L ETTERS TO THE E DITOR !
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FAST tackles affordable housing, behavioral health and criminal justice
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — At
the 2021 Faith and Action for
Strength Together (FAST)
Nehemiah Action annual
meeting on March 22, community and religious leaders
agreed to work together on
various issues, including
problems in the criminal justice system, the lack of affordable housing, and the
need to help those struggling with addiction and
mental illness.
Rev. Willie McClendon
of Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church noted that back in
2012, Florida had the highest
youth arrest rate in the nation; over five years, the state
arrested more than 20,000
children from 5-12 years old.
“These children were
branded for life with criminal
records,” he said. “Their
records made it hard for
them to get jobs, scholarships, and even enter the military.”
The lives of children
should not be ruined by mistakes made early in life, the
reverend averred. The state
set up its Pre-Arrest Diversion (PAD) program as an alternative to first-time,
non-domestic misdemeanor
arrests. Offending youths
may have to do community
service or attend anger management or drug treatment
sessions, but they would not
get criminal records. Young
people who go through PAD
are twice as likely to stay out
of trouble in the future as
those who have been arrested, McClendon noted.
“The problem was that
not all children who were eligible were getting access to
the diversion program,” he
said, adding that members of
FAST then made a direct appeal to state officials in Tallahassee to make it mandatory
for all children to have access
to the program.
The effort has paid off. In
the last five years, 99 percent
of the children in Pinellas
and 33,000 statewide who
have been eligible for PAD
have had access to the program and have avoided lifelong arrest records. Now
they want to do the same for
adults, as thousands of people get arrested for non-vio-

lent offenses.
“In 2019, there were over
13,000 people arrested for
minor misdemeanors in
Pinellas County,” McClendon noted. “We have criminalized so many things that
adults get arrested for such
[things] as expired tags, inability to pay a red light
ticket. These things are hurting our adults.”
Rev. Robert Ward of Mt.
Moriah Missionary Baptist
related that his nephew was
behind in his payment of
court fees he owed, resulting
in the suspension of his license.
“Even though his license
was suspended,” Ward said,
“he still had to get to work so
that he could pay the fees
owed and also feed his family.”
Pulled over in Gulfport
by an officer who told him
his windows were tinted too
dark, he was arrested for
driving with a suspended license. Because of the arrest,
he missed work and not only
didn’t get paid but had to pay
additional costs on top of the
fees he already owed. When
he attempted to procure a
better-paying job, he was denied because of his arrest
record, Ward said.
“We believe in serious
sanctions for violent criminals,” said Rev. Jean Cooley
of Good Samaritan Presbyterian/UCC, “but people like
Rev. Ward’s nephew should
not be branded for life with
an arrest record.”
In Florida, there is the
Adult Pre-Arrest Diversion
(APAD) program for firsttime misdemeanor offenders 18 and over, Cooley said,
The problem is that of the
13,000 people who committed misdemeanors, only
1,100 were eligible for the
program. Of those, only 700
completed it.
“Tonight, we are asking
all our criminal justice stakeholders to commit to working with us over the next
year to identify ways that we
can expand and improve the
APAD program.”
Allison Miller, representing the Pinellas Public Defender’s Office, Pinellas
County Clerk of Court Ken
Burke, and St. Pete Police
Chief Anthony Holloway all
agreed to help FAST im-

prove the program. Miller
noted that the collateral consequences even of a non-violent, low-level misdemeanor
conviction are far-reaching.
“We have to do our part
in expanding this Adult PreArrest Diversion program,”
she said. “I’m thrilled that
FAST has made that a priority.”
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri,
who could not attend the
meeting, is also open to improving the program. Burke
added that the Clerk’s office
already works with people
who owe fines, providing affordable payment plans and
even a community service
option.
Turning to the issue of
affordable housing, Flo
Young of Bethel Community
Baptist Church noted that in
Pinellas before the pandemic, there were more than
70,000 families who made
less than the area medium
income — $56,000 per year
for a family of four. Because
of the pandemic, that number has only grown.
“The lack of stable, affordable housing is the foundation of many social
problems, including poverty,
homelessness, educational
gaps, and disparities in
health outcomes,” Young
said. “If we don’t solve this
issue, then we can’t solve the
others.”
Sabrina Tisdale of St.
John Missionary Baptist related how a tree fell on the
roof of the house she lived in
during Hurricane Irma in
2017, causing a termite infestation. Her landlord refused
to do anything but spray. Living in fear that the roof would
cave in someday and harm
her family, Tisdale decided to
leave.
Though she had a fulltime job as a nurse at the
time, she still couldn’t find a
place she could afford to
rent. She found herself living
in hotels, and when she was
in a car accident, she had to
stop working altogether.
“Over the last four years,
I’ve moved my children from
hotel to hotel,” Tisdale said.
“When I first lost my home,
everyone told me it would be
fine; I’d find a cheap place.
But there are no cheap
places for a single mother
like me. Our country needs

Left, Rev. Robert Ward, Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist
and Fr. Tom Anastasia, St. Matthew Catholic, presenting at
the 2021 FAST assembly held in the parking lot of
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Pinellas Park or via Zoom.
to prioritize affordable housing for lower-income families
so that we can stop living in
hotels and afford a safe place
to raise our children.”
Pat Fling of Unitarian
Universalists of St. Petersburg pointed out that Nehemiah Action asked county
commissioners to set aside a
portion of the Penny for
Pinellas tax for the poor and
specifically for affordable
housing for low-income families. The commissioners
agreed to set aside 4.15 percent of the tax.
“They told us this is projected to bring in $82.5 million over the next ten years,”
she said, “which should create up to 7,000 units of affordable housing for families who
make less than $56,000 a
year. They even put this commitment in writing and
passed a resolution affirming
this commitment.”
However, this January,
the commissioners had their
first opportunity to spend
this Penny for Pinellas housing money and instead used
$9.6 million of affordable
housing funds for pricier
projects, primarily for those
making over $80,000 per
year. Shouldn’t we help those
making far less first, Fling
questioned.
Rev. Lee Hall-Perkins of
Mt Zion United Methodist
Church said it is untrue
when some county commissioners said the people of
FAST do not support mixedincome housing. The resolution FAST crafted with the
commission states that the
Penny for Pinellas housing

funds can be used on housing developments where 41
percent of the units are affordable for lower-income
families and the rest can be
at market rate.
“What we do not support
is the use of our taxpayer
money on developments that
don’t prioritize families that
are most in need,” HallPerkins demanded.
Commissioner Charlie
Justice affirmed by letter that
he would personally vote to
spend affordable housing
funds on low-income families. Commissioner Dave Eggers agreed to at least
prioritize those families. No
other commissioners were
on hand to commit.
Concerning behavioral
health pathways, Marty
Brisnko of Holy Family
Catholic spoke about her
friend Jeff, whose mental
state was in such deterioration that he was Baker Acted
twice, but he had no insurance and faced an over-complicated healthcare system in
seeking treatment. He eventually reached the point
where he was convinced he
had a deadly, communicable
disease, and the only way to
save society from this disease was to burn himself
alive in his house.
He attempted this, but
fortunately, a neighbor saw
the smoke and called the fire
department right away. Jeff
was arrested and charged
with arson and taken to jail,
where he spent more than
two years, she said.
“All this could have been
prevented if my friend could

have gotten the treatment he
needed ten years before,”
Brinsko said. “We need a
central pathway so that anyone who needs help has an
easy way to get it. Delay is
deadly.”
Ward pointed out that
more than 600 people died of
suicide and overdose in 2019
in Pinellas County alone, and
some of them hadn’t been
able to access the complex
behavioral healthcare in the
county.
“Due to the pandemic,
that problem is now worse,”
Ward said. “Accessing behavioral health services in
our county is harmfully complicated.”
He noted that 211tampabay.org has links that provide a list of over 100 places
to call, but other counties
have utilized a centralized
pathway for easy access to
mental health and addiction
services.
Linda McKinnon, CEO
of Central Florida Behavioral
Health Network and Randy
Russell, CEO of Foundation
for a Healthy St. Petersburg,
along with other behavioral
health stakeholders are already working together for a
central pathway to make it
easy for people to get the
help they need. They have
created the Pinellas Wellness
Connection, a community
collaborative to improve access to health.
Anyone can call the
Pinellas Wellness Connection number at 727-791-3131
to access the help they need.
For more information on
FAST, visit fast-pinellas.org.

Florida’s laws threaten health outcomes, increase stigma around HIV
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

STATEWIDE – Advances in technology and
treatment have greatly
changed the landscape for
people
living
with
HIV/AIDS – the human immunodeficiency virus infection and acquired immune
deficiency syndrome.
Once a serious death
threat, today’s treatment for
HIV, called antiretroviral
therapy (ART), allows people with HIV/AIDS to lead
healthy and productive
lives that can extend into
and beyond their 90s, according to the online HIV
advocacy journal “POZ.”
In fact, the oldest
known person in treatment
and living with HIV, who
was known as Miguel, “the
Lisbon Patient,” passed in
2019 at the ripe age of 100.
Though ART doesn’t
cure AIDS, daily administration of the combined HIV
medicines – called an HIV
treatment regimen – will reduce the quantity of virus in
a given volume of body fluid,
referred to as the viral load.
The treatment’s goal is
to get the viral load to an undetectable level. When a
person’s antiretroviral HIV
medication has suppressed
that person’s viral load to
“undetectable,” it means the
level of HIV in the blood is
too low to detect, rendering
them physically unable to
transmit HIV to a sexual
partner.

Following the lead of
several hundred international groups, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention have endorsed the
scientific evidence showing
that when an individual has
an undetectable HIV viral
count, there is effectively no
risk of transmitting HIV to a
sexual partner.
The Prevention Access
Campaign launched the
message that “U=U” or “undetectable equals untransmittable” to help reduce the
stigma that people living
with HIV face.
This is very good news.
The very bad news? According to Equality Florida
(EF), Florida’s outdated
and antiquated HIV criminalization laws are hindering people from learning
their status, and if necessary, starting treatment
early enough to prevent
virus-linked physical damage or prevent becoming
full-blown AIDS.
EF is the largest civil
rights organization dedicated to securing full equality for Florida’s lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and
queer (LGBTQ) community. For nearly 25 years, EF
has engaged in lobbying,
coalition-building, grassroots organizing, and education
to
combat
harassment or discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or
expression.
Through their work, EF
has been able to defeat anti-

LGBTQ legislation, including efforts to prohibit domestic partnership benefits
and protections and end all
the safe school policies that
impact LGBTQ youth in
Florida.
Still, according to EF,
there is much work to be
done to protect people living with HIV from discriminatory Florida legislation.
Their fact sheet on “HIV
Modernization” notes:
In Florida, a person can
be sentenced to up to 30
years in prison for failing to
prove disclosure of their
HIV status — regardless of
whether HIV transmission
occurs or medically possible.
Although it has been
federally legal since 2013,
people living with HIV in
Florida are banned from
donating blood, tissue, and
organs — even to others
living with HIV.
Florida’s HIV laws were

written at the height of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic and
haven’t been updated to reflect current science in
treatment and prevention.
“For the last three-plus
years, we’ve launched a
specific HIV advocacy program that is really centered
on reducing HIV stigma
and modernizing Florida’s
HIV criminalization laws,”
shared EF’s Public Policy
Director Jon Harris Maurer. EF is on the Florida
HIV Justice Coalition steering committee, made up of
advocacy organizations and
organizations led by people
living with HIV and focused
on updating these laws.
Maurer pointed specifically to the laws dealing
with non-disclosure status,
as well as laws prohibiting
organ donation.
“Right now, it is a thirddegree felony in Florida for
somebody living with HIV,
who knows their status, to

donate blood tissue or organs to another person,”
Maurer noted. However,
there are already provisions for informed consent,
and as Maurer affirmed,
“no doctor is going to be
performing organ transplants without that sort of
consent.”
But it’s the criminalization of people living with
HIV who attempt to donate
blood tissue and organs
that EF is fighting.
“The kind of reform
that we’re talking about
would only open up what
they call POS-to-POS donations, so donations from
one person with HIV to another person living with
HIV, and those are critical.”
Maurer added that
since people living with
HIV now have basically the
same life expectancy as
those without, it also means
the need for organ transplants is even greater – and
people living with HIV and
in treatment could, and
would, only be donating to
other people living with the
virus. This would increase
the odds of people in both
groups — non-positive HIV
and positive HIV — needing transplants to be able to
get them.
But right now, the state
is barring these possibly
life-saving organ donations
by attaching a third-degree
felony to the act.
The other main issue
the Florida HIV Justice
Coalition is fighting is that

currently, a person living
with HIV can be sentenced
to 30 years in prison if a sexual partner claims that person failed to disclose their
HIV status. The law does
not consider any prevention methods, malicious intent, or whether HIV
transmission was medically
possible or actually occurred.
“I think most important
is that Florida’s current
HIV laws work against public health because they discourage people from
knowing their status and
getting into treatment,”
Maurer stated. “All those
laws are premised on
knowing your status. So, if
you don’t know your status,
then you can’t be liable.
And that’s obviously a perverse incentive of these
laws as they’re currently
written.”
In other words, current
legislation encourages remaining untested and unaware of one’s status, which
contributes to negative
health outcomes in the long
run. And of course, with
HIV on the rise throughout
Florida – especially in Black
and Brown communities —
any legislation resulting in
stigmatization of those living with HIV must change
to improve health outcomes and decrease the
number of new HIV cases.
For more information
on Equality Florida’s
work on HIV, visit
eqfl.org/HIV_Advocacy.
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Recapturing the social identity of the Black church
BY REV. PIERRE LOOMIS
WILLIAMS
Contributor

Come unto me, all who
are labor and are heavyladen, and I will give you
rest. (Matthew 11:28)
In the days of the past,
the clarion call and mission of the Black church
was two-fold: it served as
a beacon of hope for the
lost-soul seeking grace
and mercy, and also as an
oasis for all issues affecting the community. The
Black church served as a
voice in the wilderness,
crying out that equality
and justice belonged to all
persons, despite race, social status, or lived experience.
The church operated
as 24-hour, full-service institutions,
affecting
change spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, and
socially. People from all
walks of life recognized
that the Black church was
a place where needs were
met and issues addressed
when resources were exhausted.
The Black minister
preached a transformative
message of salvation and
served as a community
representative and social
activist, preaching a message of social change,
equality, and unconditional love.
While most Black ministers were not formally

educated in the pre-Civil
Rights era, the message
of the Declaration of Independence presented a
complex challenge for the
Black church: “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights, that among these
life, liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Considering the liberty of the children of Israel and the liberty of
African slaves, liberty has
been the crux of the
Black church. Consider
the words of a familiar
Black spiritual: “And before I’ll be a slave, I’ll be
buried in my grave, and
go home to my Lord and
be free.”
Now, in our contemporary society where the
Black church has become
so focused on preaching
messages regarding the
attainment of economic
success and personal
prosperity, has it begun to
lose sight of its foundational calling, rooted in a
message of salvation with
the promotion of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness?
In the days of the Civil
Rights agenda, the Black
church fulfilled the words
of Malcolm X (how fascinating, the use of a minister of Islam in an
exposition of the Black

church) “by any means
necessary.” The Black
minister proclaimed a
message of hope and
change within all persons
(regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
gender identity, socioeconomic status, educational
attainment, or family
background) so all could
find solace, and the people of the church served
the direct human needs of
the public from meals to
medicine and from housing to hope.
The Black church
once connected to society’s ills and developed a
sense of responsibility in
fighting those troubles.
Whether it required a
Sunday morning message
or civil disobedience, the
Black church accepted its
role in genuine social
change and community
transformation.
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., an eminent
prophetic voice in the reform of American society,
once wrote in his 1963
“Letter from Birmingham
Jail,” that “In the midst of
blatant injustices inflicted
upon the Negro, I have
watched white churches
stand on the sideline and
merely mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities.”
Yet, in this post-modern culture, it is no longer
exclusively
white
churches on the sideline

of truth and justice, allowing the struggles of underrepresented
or
oppressed groups to perpetuate, but it is also the
churches filled with those
underrepresented
groups, allowing the perpetuation of injustice and
inequality.
The message of the
cross as the changing
force of all aspects of life
has become silenced by
the message of the dollar.
The Black church, a place
where people came to receive whole life empowerment, has now become a
wealth workshop and capital industry. Accepting
that financial opulence is a
component, and some
would contend a derivative
of the gospel message, it
should not serve as the nucleus of the message.
Furthermore, accepting that our culture’s educational, economic, and
ethnic façade is changing,
the essence of social problems remains the same —
inequality and non-access
for oppressed populations. Thus, it is the responsibility of the Black
church to not compromise the message of the
gospel with a message of
capitalism.
Therefore, the question becomes, what can
the Black church do to recapture its identity as a
city of refuge and a beacon of hope? Above all

else, it must return to its
first love: the social, compassionate, and liberating
gospel of Jesus Christ. It
must stand on the teachings of Jesus despite the
pressure and magnetism
of contemporary societal
fads to mitigate the work
of the cross for the influx
of capital expansion.
The Black church
must focus on living the
commission of compassion while also continuing
to preach a message of
freedom, justice, equality,
and hope for all persons
from all walks of life.
Ernest Hemingway, an
American writer and
scholar, once penned,
“Never mistake motion
for action.”
In the same essence,
the Black church must
never mistake the Sunday

morning motions as the
spiritual,
intellectual,
emotional, physical, and
social actions that must
be taken Monday through
Saturday for the full service of all humankind.
The mere act of
preaching motivates the
soul, and the melodies of
song enliven the emotion;
ye,t motivation and revitalizing are not enough
for debt to be eliminated,
graduation rates to rise,
and affordable housing
and healthcare to be attained - all parts of the
present social crisis.
As part of the Black
church,
parishioners
must recapture their identity in this society; only
then will it serve as a collective utility of social
transformation and positive change.

Pastors say Senate Bill 90 aims to suppress the Black vote
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

TALLAHASSEE — A
group of Florida pastors
who want to fight for voters’ rights and are tackling Senate Bill 90
head-on.
Representing
the
Christian Clergy Alliances
across the state, dozens of
pastors have directly appealed to the state senate
rules committee to consider the unfair disparities
that the proposed SB-90
would create. The bill,
sponsored by State Senator Dennis Baxley, ROcala, seeks to eliminate
drop boxes at early voting
sites, among other voteby-mail restrictions. All
current vote-by-mail enrollments would be wiped
clean, forcing six million
Florida voters to sign up
again and re-enroll every
election cycle.
But the pastors are
convinced that this bill is
an attempt by lawmakers
to mend something that

isn’t broken.
Many state officials
have praised the recent
vote-by-mail
elections,
and in a press release,
even Gov. Ron DeSantis
boasted: “Last November,
Florida
held
the
smoothest, most successful election of any state in
the country.”
Bishop Thomas Scott
of 34th Street Church of
God in Tampa is one of
the clergy members to
sign the letter, which
stated the bill would “adversely affect the voter
participation of those we
serve.”
Several of the pastors
met with Sen. Baxley on
March 23 and asked him
directly what data he had
that showed this bill
would fix a problem, as is
the claim.
“One of the questions
was: ‘On what premises,
on what facts do you have
that suggest there is a
problem in terms of mailin ballots and early voting

Members of the Christian Clergy Alliances
gave a press conference on the steps of the
state capitol on March 25 to publicly
address the suppression of the vote.
Photo courtesy of Equal Ground Action Fund.

and drop boxes,’” Scott
said. “He couldn’t answer
that question because
there are none!”
Thomas claimed that
the Republicans backing
this bill find themselves in
a situation: if they stand

by former President Donald Trump’s claim that
the election was stolen,
they claim they have to fix
the process. Furthermore, their big-money
donors are telling them
that they won’t receive do-

nations until they fix the
problem, Scott explained.
“So now they’re trying
to fix a problem that does
not exist,” he said.
Thomas sees it as an
attempt to reduce the opportunity for people to
vote and, ultimately, a
move to suppress minority votes. In the letter to
the rules committee,
Thomas
and
others
stated: “Eliminating drop
boxes will also disproportionately impact voters of
color, low-income communities, individuals with
disabilities...”
He used himself as an
example. In running for
county commissioner recently, he lost by 150
votes. Yet 1,500 votes
came in through the mail
the day after the election
that could not be counted.
“The law said they
have to be in the night of
the election by 7 p.m.,”
Scott said. “Had those ballots been dropped off at a
drop box as opposed to

being mailed, perhaps I
would’ve won that election.”
Scott, who has served
on the Hillsborough
County Commission for
10 years and has served
on the candidacy board,
dismissed any claims that
conveniences such as
drop boxes and mail-in options make elections less
secure.
“Every signature on
the ballot has to be
matched and verified,” he
said. “Every signature has
to be verified, so that is
not true! They have no
data at all to substantiate
that.”
Wiping the voter enrollment every year is not
only a deterrent to participation, but it would prove
costly, Scott believes.
“They’re going to have
to spend anywhere from
$12 to $14 million annually,” he pointed out, “because once you wipe
those voter rolls, you’ve
got to start all over again.”

City of St. Pete selects USF researchers to identify, make
recommendations to address systemic racism
ST. PETERSBURG –
An interdisciplinary team
of researchers from the
University
of
South
Florida will assist the City
of St. Petersburg in identifying structural racism and
make recommendations
on how to address the
multi-faceted issue.
Ruthmae Sears, associate professor of mathematics, is leading the team in
analyzing data and trends
that pertain to the criminal
legal system, economic development,
unemployment, and the healthcare

system that illustrate how
infrastructures are potentially limiting opportunities
for growth in the Black
community.
Collaborators represent multiple disciplines
within the College of Education, School of Information
Systems
and
Management, Institute on
Black Life, Family Study
Center, and several community partners. In addition
to
collecting
quantitative data, they’ll
also listen to narratives of
residents and activists on

how systemic racism has
affected various aspects of
Black lives.
“The significance of
collaboration is that it provides multiple perspectives
and captures a 360-degree
view of factors that contribute to structural racism
and negatively impacts
members of the Black
community’s quality of life.
The research team’s diversity and experiences will
provide holistic analysis
and insight into data
trends that can illuminate
areas that should be addressed and articulate opportunities for growth,”
Sears said.
“It is noteworthy that
the City of St. Petersburg
wanted to examine the
quality of life for the Black
community while also
seeking to address fundamental roots of the problems faced as a result of
structural racism. It speaks
to their commitment to

promote humanity and adequately meet the needs of
their residents.”
The research team is
tasked with providing St.
Petersburg leaders a historical overview of how
policies and infrastructures have evolved since
1868 when John Donaldson became the first Black
individual to settle in the
city. The study will help
identify which specific
areas may require additional emphasis, such as
curriculum changes in
poor-performing schools,
eliminating biases to imprisoning Black individuals, and addressing fair
housing issues, salary inequity, and increased morbidity and mortality rates.
Members of the team
bring a lot of depth to the
study; many have held
leadership positions in organizations that address diversity,
equity
and
inclusion.

“I love St. Pete. But I
also recognize that, like
America itself, we have
had a deeply troubling history of racist policies and
acts that we must identify
and acknowledge,” said St.
Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman. “It is the only
way we will begin to heal
as a city and as a nation. I
want to thank the team at
USF for partnering with us
to not only identify issues
of structural racism but to
work with us on how to dismantle it.”
Researchers are expected to present their
findings to the St. Peterburg City Council this
summer and hope their results can be used as a national
model
for
eliminating
systemic
racism. Co-principal investigators from USF include:
• Johannes Reichgelt,
professor of information
systems and decision sciences and director of the

Ruthmae Sears
Institute for Data Analytics
and Visualization
• James McHale, professor and chair of the Department of Psychology
and director of the USF
Family Study Center on
the St. Petersburg campus
• Fenda Akiwumi, geosciences professor and director of the Institute on
Black Life
• Dana ThompsonDorsey, endowed chair of
Education Innovation and
director of the David C.
Anchin Center for the Advancement of Teaching

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021

9

Southside Fresh Market opens April 4, offering fresh produce,
handmade goods
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Two women entrepreneurs aim to improve
south St. Pete’s community economy and access
to locally sourced-handmade food products with
a brand-new Sunday market on Ninth Street South.
Southside Fresh Market opens April 4 at 2184
9th Ave. S, and founders
Ramona Brayboy and Judith Turner say the market’s mission is simple: to
develop opportunities for
small vendors to provide
wholesome alternatives in
food-insecure areas …
and impact community

health and wealth.
Brayboy, the daughter
of Chief Creole Café’s
Elihu and Carolyn Brayboy, said starting some
kind of market has always
made sense. “I’ve always
gone to markets — I’m a
market girl; I’ve done the
whole shebang,” she explained.
Creator of her own
handmade health and
beauty line, Natural Vanity, Brayboy has had the
experience of setting up
and selling products at
community markets in
the past and recalled
thriving markets on 16th
Street and behind Chief’s
Creole.
“I always wanted to

keep that good energy
coming back to the area
… because there’s a lot of
talented people here, and
we want to showcase their
art.”
Brayboy said the idea
is to “keep it 51 percent
produce, and edible foods
— and then the rest will
be things like handmade
soaps and clothing, handmade hair products, skincare products, artistic
endeavors – paintings,
music, things of that nature.”
She notes that right in
St. Pete, customers can
experience a “global market” atmosphere through
the variety of representative talent and produce

that exists right within the
community — “in walking
distance.”
The entrepreneurial
beauty maven and restauranteurs’ daughter said
this market would not
only bring fresh produce
into “in an area that is a
food desert,” but the pair
also have plans to support
community
entrepreneurs who want to build
and expand their business
model.
Up to 20 vendors will
be able to set up in 10feet-by-10-feet space and
sell their product every
Sunday – and the market
is planned year-round.
But, added Brayboy,
“It’s not just come to the
market and then go home
and figure it out.” They
have plans to support vendors in making their products shelf-ready through a
“retail-ready lab” – a curriculum-suppor ted
process for preparing
small-home producing
vendors for the big time.
The two started working on the idea in 2019,
and Turner’s non-profit,
Florida Cooperative Empowered Economic Development
Corp
(Florida-CEED) received
a small grant toward developing the project from
Pinellas
Community
Foundation’s Venture Philanthropy Fund.
An
award-winning
business owner of a successful contracting business for more than 30
years, Turner said the
idea for a retail-ready lab
came from a grocery coop conference she attended.
There
she
learned about a project
that supplied home-producing vendors with a
new level of business acumen. The program includes instruction on
proper ingredient labeling, appropriate packaging, procuring barcodes,
locating suppliers, and
learning what standards
and regulations must be
followed.
Turner returned from
the conference and relayed what she’d learned;
she noted, “It was exactly
what Ramona was facing:
‘I have all these home-

Left, Judith Turner and Ramona Brayboy’s
Southside Fresh Market opens this
Sunday at 2184 9th Ave. S.
made products, but I don’t
know where to get good
packaging, I’m just kind of
doing this homemade
stuff.’”
While the two agreed
this was the route they
wanted to go and started
to talk to various community partners to locate
space, COVID-19 struck
just as they were ready to
move into a location in
2020.
But, acknowledged
Turner, “Ramona was just
relentless and was not
going to give up on finding the space.”
After another space
fell through, Brayboy convinced her parents to
offer an area on the property across the street
from Chief Creole’s Cafe
for a year, and they began
to plan for their spring
2021 opening.
As a co-op project, the
Southside Fresh Market’s
website shares the following concepts:
Market Philosophy:
Our market formed to develop opportunities for
small vendors to provide
wholesome alternatives in
food-insecure areas that
will impact community
health and wealth.
Vendor Philosophy:
The idea is not only to
rent table space to vendors but provide them
with development assistance for their products,
business, funding, and
ownership opportunities.
Implementation:
• To offer classes to
help vendors develop the
packaging of their prod-

ucts
• Help food vendors
with unique ideas refine
their food product
• Business development classes
• Access to funding
opportunities
• After one year of
market participation, the
vendor may apply for market ownership
The list of current vendors reveals a variety of
products that will be on
sale, including:
• Yummy Wellness
Living — “Delicious solutions to easily jumpstart
and maintain a healthy
lifestyle”
• Jay’s Jazzy Jewels –
“Fun, Fashionable Accessories at a price EVERYONE can afford!”
• Tree Fairy Spirit —
“Vegan, cane sugar-free,
gluten-free chocolates”
• Sudz with Sydney —
“Handcrafted artisanal
soaps and body pampering products to uplift your
spirits”
• Moringa Growers’
Co-op
–
“Providing
moringa trees and fresh
handmade moringa products”
There is still room for
more vendors, and the
price is nominal at $22 a
week. The market will
begin at 11 a.m. and end
at 5 p.m.
Interested
vendors
should call 727-755 6134
or email southsidefreshmarket@gmail.com.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Grassroots organization offering medical cost assistance to women of color
BY COURTNEY AMOS
Contributor

GULFPORT – The
Sonia Plotnick Women’s
Health Fund (SPHF),
formed to help local
women with their financial
healthcare needs, recently
pledged to reach more
Black women who could
benefit from their organization.
Within the past year,
as awareness of systemic
racism and inequity has
increased across the country, the SPHF is making a
conscious effort to mitigate racial gaps within
their own organization
and who they serve. According to a statement the
organization released in
support of Black Lives
Matter, by reaching out to
communities of color, they
hope to increase the number of applicants from
these communities.
“By providing financial
assistance for healthcare
costs, we are already in a
position to help local
Black women who are disproportionately impacted
by disparities in medical
access and care,” the website continues.
According to Carol
Vitelli, chairwoman of the
board of directors, much

of the financial assistance
they are able to offer
comes from support from
the community. The SPHF
derives most of its funding
from donors, fundraising
events such as their annual Lady in Red Ball –
which was canceled this
year due to COVID-19 –
and support from other
organizations such as
Metro Inclusive Health,
and the Gulfport Merchants Association.
The funds they acquire are then poured
back into helping women
with medical bills involving everything from physical therapy and mental
health assistance to dental
work and cancer biopsies. The payment goes directly to the healthcare
provider, so the bills must
be unpaid to qualify for
funding.
Since its establishment
24 years ago, the organization has raised over
$278,000 for local women
in need of healthcare financial assistance.
To apply for aid, a
woman must be at least 18
years old and a resident of
Pinellas, Hillsborough,
Manatee, Pasco or Sarasota Counties. Other stipulations can be found on
their website, along with

the application, which can
be submitted online or
through the mail.
The SPHF also grants
two $1,000 scholarships
every year to lesbian
women pursuing a degree
in a healthcare career at
St. Petersburg College.
This year, at least one of
the scholarships is guaranteed to go to a woman
of color.
Applications for both
fall 2021 and spring 2022
semesters open on April 5.
A link to apply for the
scholarships can also be
found on their website at
sphf.org.
SPHF has a history of
helping
underserved
groups. Its origins go
back to Phyllis Plotnick, a
lesbian woman who began
teaching ballroom dancing to the LGBTQ+ community in the Tampa Bay
area in 1992 – a time when
there was much more
stigma around the com-

munity.
Eventually, she began
hosting charity dances
every other month and
donating the proceeds to
the Breast Cancer Fund,
which the Women’s Energy Bank administered.
According to Plotnick,
in 1996, a group of women
volunteers involved with
her dance initiative expanded their charitable efforts
into
officially
establishing the nonprofit
organization. The Sonia
Plotnick Women’s Health
Fund was founded and
named after Phyllis Plotnick’s mother, who died of
breast cancer.
Today, the nonprofit
continues to be all-volunteer based, and any interested Black women are
encouraged to apply to
join the board of directors.
Qualifications include
leadership skills, passion
for their mission to help
local women with health-

care costs, and the willingness to help coordinate
fundraising efforts. The
board meets once a
month. Any questions can
be directed to Vitelli via
email at chair@sphf.org.
There are also other
ways to assist the organization. Volunteering to
staff events, making inmemoriam or direct donations,
and
holding
personal fundraisers on
behalf of the organization
are all ways that individu-

als can help keep its operations running.
“We appreciate any
support given that enables
us to continue helping others,” said Vitelli.
For more information
about any of the opportunities mentioned in this
article, visit the Sonia Plotnick Women’s Health
Fund at sphf.org, or reach
out directly to chairwoman
Vitelli
at
chair@sphf.org.
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DeSantis seeks to reinvent history,
deny racism and divide

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

BY ADORA OBI NWEZE
President, Florida NAACP

When things get
tough, we know how to
come together. Compassion is usually the powerful unifying force when
we confront these challenges. And despite our
differences, even racial
differences, our circumstances are improved as a
result. My hope is that we
use our humanity to deal
with the troubling issues
cropping up all around us.
It really bothers me
that we’ve witnessed our
history ignored, sugarcoated, or erased time
and again. Enter Gov. Ron
DeSantis, who picked up
the sad old racist playbook to further divide us
with his latest move to interfere with the public
school curriculum.
DeSantis has chosen
to ignore 40 years of research and evidence of institutional racism in
America. He proclaimed,
“There is no room in our
classrooms for things like
critical race theory.”
In other words, it appears that he wants to
sweep away information
detailing the influence of
racism in American history and years of policy
decisions that intensified
the divide between the
races. DeSantis tried to
disguise his true intent by
increasing state funding
for civics courses and
dangled the carrot of a

$3,000 teacher bonus to
those who embraced and
completed training in
“civics professional development.”
Historians, sociologists, and scholars of
every kind recognize the
critical race theory, which
affirms
institutional
racism in our laws. The
governor’s refusal to recognize
institutional
racism is racist in itself.
He doesn’t seem to understand that he just cannot wipe away the facts
because we live it every
day.
Racism is a thread
woven throughout American culture since 1619
when colonists brutalized
and enslaved Africans
and firmly enshrined the
idea of white supremacy
in the new nation. The
“1619 Project” is another
detailed record of our sad
racial legacy of hate. He
refuses to accept those
facts.
But more disturbing
is DeSantis’ obsession
with denying the facts
and attempting to rewrite
history using the public
schools. It is a sobering
strategy that, if implemented, would result in
violating the tenet of education: teaching the truth.
Very telling is who DeSantis has engaged in
helping with curriculum:
Betsy DeVos, a sworn
enemy of public schools.
The project represents history denial and

the expenditure of dwindling state dollars to create a small group
spreading misinformation. We need to stand together as we have in the
past and call out the governor’s apparent attempt
to weaponize race or sanitize our history.
I’m not one to mince
words. This policy is a
dangerous attempt to
continue a racist and divisive mantra in Florida
public schools. It is clear
that people want our
democracy to be inclusive
for all. That is what defines it. Racism comes in
many forms, and it is the
most egregious form of
hate.
Rather than divide us,
I call on the governor to
work with us to move
Florida forward. We must
continue to learn from
the past, not deny it.

Adora Obi Nweze
serves as president of the
NAACP Florida State
Conference. She spent
decades as a classroom
teacher and administrator
in Florida’s public schools.

Praise the Lord.
I guess from this point
forward I will probably be
known as Bishop Buzzkill.
I say this because I have
never and will never be
known for watering down
or sugar-coating facts.
Again facts. Opinions, feelings, emotions have no
business in the Kingdom of
God when it relates to His
Word and what He says we
can or cannot do.
I’ve wrote on this some
time ago, but the world as a
whole has lost its God conscience. Simply meaning,
most feel or believe that
there are no consequences
for their actions and
lifestyles.
In my Bible Study last
week I spoke some of the
most terrifying words relating to this. Those words
were, during the tribulation,
God is gonna take the
shackles and handcuffs
OFF satan and allow him to
have free reign to deceive
the world. YES, deceive the
world, even MORE than
now. The incredibly sad
part about this is can you
imagine the ones that either
are not even thinking about
pleasing God or having
turned away from God are
now gonna have to turn
away from that which
turned them from God in
the first place and now turn
to God.
My bad. I just realized
what has taken place in the
world and why things are
the way they are, folks, just
like back in Noah’s days
and Lot’s days have chosen
them new gods that will suit
their own beliefs, ideas, and
choices.
This way, there can be
no consequences because
their gods have informed
them that there is nothing
to fear because there is no
hell or sin to consider and
therefore nothing to judge.
So, the scriptures in the
Bible, no wait, that is a book
of judgment and end time
condemnation for unrighteous, ungodly, and wicked
folks so we cannot even
mention that book.

Well, I will say this, had
the Bible and the God of the
Bible still have been in play
and the things mentioned in
the Bible were still relevant
and true, then these few
scriptures that I’m about to
mention would have meant
that the world, as a whole, is
in some serious dreadful
times.
I remember some time
ago a pastor of ours
preached a message, “You
got what you wanted, but
lost what you had”. This
message could not be truer
today. So many believed
that going democrat was
the way to go with the past
election and now that that
has become a reality, they
are looking at what is being
pushed as the main agendas now and wondering
how this could be happening. I have been democrat
all my life but until recently
in the past decades I have
come to realize that it
should never be about political party but about Jesus
more than anything else. I
proudly fought for my country
in
Desert
Shield/Storm/Calm, before, during, and after to be
exact and I would do it all
over again if I have to. The
reason I said this is because
everyone has the free Godgiven right to vote or not as
they choose and no one, especially one that has never
dressed out in cammies,
bdus, or whatever branch of
service uniforms you were
in and toted an M-16, locked
and loaded.
I’ve come to learn that
no matter who is the leader
of this country, you have to
accept that and everything
else that comes with that.
So that being said, it matters
not if I vote and if I do who I
vote for. The past few
decades should have convinced you that it matters
not.
Back to the main issue
of if the God of the Bible
and the Bible itself is in fact
the true living Word of the
Most High sovereign God
of gods, Lord of Lords, then
the scriptures or quotes

from His Word have some
quite earth scattering ramifications with regards to the
lives us humans live if it is
contrary to what is said in
the Bible.
I know it seems I’m
rambling but you have to
please take your time and if
you need to, stop and go
back and reread it so that
you can follow me and the
point I’m making. It will all
come together as I start
quoting scriptures but in
the meantime, walk slow
with me.
The most key point I
need for you to get out of
this is if you profess to be a
child of God, a born again
believer, a saint of God, a
Christian, then you are subject to what the Bible says
and whatever you do must
line up with the Word or all
you are doing is professing
to be something when in reality your actions, choices,
or decisions say otherwise
and therefore are what
most call a hypocrite.
If your actions violate
scriptures, then you are either a sinner, backslider, or
not a true saint of God and
just a pretender attempting
to fit in. You can’t get offended if someone calls you
to the carpet about your
lifestyle or decision making
when it’s against the very
thing you profess to be.
There is no self-governing when it comes to the
Word of God because He
calls us to a higher level of
understanding and obedience. This is why so many
outsiders challenge what
we profess to believe because are actions don’t line
up or we attempt to justify
them when there is no justification, only consequences.
I always say if you feel
as though you were grown
enough to make the decision then you must be
grown enough to accept the
consequences of those actions.
Till next week,
Blessings,
Bishop Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, Jr.

W E E NCOURAGE
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Joel Hornes is a Webster champion
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Back in the day, Joel
Hornes envisioned himself at Clemson University
catching footballs for
touchdowns and making
big hits for tackles in the

famous stadium known as
Death Valley. He could
hear thousands of people
in the stands cheering on
his sensational performance as the band rocked
the stands with sounds of
soul.
Hornes was a highly
recruited stand-out free

safety and cornerback at
Manatee High School. In
1992, his team won the
Class 5A high school football state championship.
One year later, as a highly
recruited football star who
had the interest of toplevel schools, Hornes
made plans to attend
Clemson University.
However, life has a
way of redirecting our
plans. A torn ACL injury
derailed those hopes and
sent him on a different
path. He graduated in
2003 from Bethune Cookman College (later named
Bethune Cookman University), majoring in
broadcast journalism.
“Initially, it was devastating. I was a pretty good
player being recruited by
the likes of Florida, Clemson, Alabama, and Kansas
State, and I played with
some of the guys who are
doing well on the football
field. But, God has a plan
for all of our lives, and it’s
not always the direction
that we think,” said
Hornes.
Hornes’ body may
have been broken in yesteryear, but today his spir-

its are as high as they
have ever been. He leads
a team of adults who are
realizing their dreams,
and Hornes is helping
those dreams become a
reality.
He is the campus director for Webster University, St Louis, Mo., and
leads a regional campus in
the Tampa Bay area. As
the director, he is the captain of a team of students
who have already experienced success in their careers and many in the
military.
The local campus
houses master-level programs in areas such as
business, counseling, program
management,
human resources, and
more.
“I get excited when we
can elevate students to
discover what’s within
them even if it was different than where they
thought they would be at
this stage of life,” said
Hornes. “We have to bring
value to our experiences
and worth to the road
which we have traveled.”
The director of Webster University, St. Peters-

burg, is reaching out to
potential students who desire to change career
paths or increase their
current field value.
Hornes sees the current pandemic as an opportunity for people to
expand their qualifying
credentials, increase their
knowledge and use of
technology.
The captain is inviting
interested parties to a virtual information session
for graduate programs in
human services, human
resources, business management, and leadership.
“A person has to be a
difference-maker. Delivering complex projects on
time and under budget is
a daily challenge for most
organizations,” explained
Hornes. “Many now use
project-based methods to
accomplish such tasks, resulting in high demand for
project managers.”
Webster University
will now offer a new project management certificate to address such a
need. This certificate is
designed to provide students with a thorough examination of the different

aspects of project management, including project selection,
organization
structure, initiation, planning control, and termination.
Webster has a champion in Hornes as the director. He’s a visionary
with charming words, a
bright smile, and a welcoming spirit. He is scoring
points
in
the
community while helping
others realize their dream.
A hope derailed can be the
gateway to a vision deferred.
To inquire about the
next Webster University
online virtual information
session, email tokimberlyocasio64@webster.edu.
RSVP is required to receive login information.
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3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Thank You LORD for Easing the Pounding of
My Heart by the Quieting of My Mind
Early this morning my mind was racing
and my heart was beating fast; It seemed
my list was very long of things to do now,
tomorrow and memories of the past.
When realizing my time was running
out and incomplete would be my tasks; I
prayed to GOD to ease the pounding of my
heart by the quieting of my mind, so I
would have peace at last.
I called out the name of JESUS and He
heard my humble cry: He reminded me to
be still and trust my Heavenly Father and
rely on His promises to supply.
So many are praying for peace upon this
earth; we have to hold on to our faith as
GOD leads us to our rebirth.
Be a blessing to all others and speak the
truth in love; operate in excellence and
trust GOD who sees you from above.

As GOD leads me to His purpose in my
life each and everyday; I’ve learned to stay
in GOD’s presence and obey His Word
along this way.
Thank You JESUS for my mind will stay
on You for the rest of my lifetime; Thank
You LORD for easing the pounding of my
heart by the quieting of my mind.”
AMEN
“Stand in awe, and sin not: commune
with your own heart upon your bed, and be
still. Selah.”
“For who hath known the mind of the
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we
have the mind of Christ.”

INSPIRATIONS

St. Mark M.B. Church
Starting Over Confidently –
Exodus 16:11-16
As we continue in the
series ‘Starting Over’, Pastor Brown reminded us that
the children of Israel are
still in the process of their
start over as they journey to
the promise land. A start
over is an opportunity to improve on each day that God
provides us. The text reminds us that God heard
the murmuring and complaints of the children of Israel. For 400 years they had
adapted themselves to the
pagan ways of Egypt and as
a result had more confidence in those ways rather
the ways of God as they
lacked knowledge and confidence in the true God.
Even though we may not be
confident in God, this text
reminds us that God is faithful.
There will be moments
in our start over where our
confidence level is not
strong. Pastor Brown asked
the question of the text,
‘what is required to ensure
our start over is with confidence?’ The first requirement is found in verses 11
and 12 – ‘we must listen to
the plan’. God spoke to
Moses and Moses spoke to
the children of Israel and
gave them God’s plan for
them. God has a plan for
each day of our lives. What
creates a lack of confidence
is when we hold to our plan
and ignore God’s superior
plan. If we are to start over

with confidence we must be
listening for the plan. God
had a specific plan for the
children of Israel to feed
them quail at the evening
and bread for them in the
morning. As God plans for
us, we must heed the plan
whether it’s for the night or
the morning.
The second requirement is from verses 13 – 15
– ‘look for the promises’.
We hear that God has a plan
for us, but have we been
looking for the promise. We
can’t see what God has
planned for us if we haven’t
heard what God has said.
Are we looking for something that God didn’t say?
Are we living our lives trying to convince God to give
us what we plan and thus
make our plans his promise? God will not promise
what he has not planned for
us. Our confidence must be
in God. We have the ability
to do things, but can we do
them according to God’s
plan? God wants us to be
confident people, walk with
him, understand, and live
for him. When we confront
difficulties, we can still have
confidence that God will
make good on his promises.
As we go through life we
should get to a point where
we don’t look for that which
God didn’t say.
The final requirement
from verses 13 and 16 – ‘we
have to labor with the

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
process’. God will do his
part (show us his plan, keep
his promises) but God expects us to ‘go get it’. God
delivered quail at even and
bread in the morning, but
the children of Israel had to
go get it. We may have to
exert some energy to get
the blessing God sends. As
we listen to the plan, look
for promise and labor with
the process we are building
confidence in God that he
will make good on every
promise.
NEWS: Please join us
for our parking lot Resurrection Sunday and Communion Service on April 4 at
10:00 a.m. and join our live
stream service on YouTube
@ St Mark MBC each Sunday @ 10:20 and bible study
on Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark will be a location
for Covid-19 Vaccinations on
Saturday, April 10 from 9:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. for adults 55
and up. If interested, call
the
church
office
727.321.6631. May God
continue to bless and keep
you.

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Answering GOD’s Call
Today I feel a newness in the depths of
my heart and soul;

Of GOD’s goodness and HIS kindness,
and HIS grace to comfort and restore;

For years GOD as been using my gift to
write of HIS gifts of old.

For I’ve learned that JESUS bestows our
gifts and HIS blessings are forever more.

I have learned to not question the how,
where, why or even when;

Be grateful for the joy of your ministry
and the lives and hearts it will touch;

I feel GOD’s amazing inspiration, living
and growing within.

GOD will keep and protect your gift to
serve, because HE loves you so very
much.

To ask my JESUS every day to use me as
an instrument of HIS peace;
Reminds me that HE never fails and that
HIS promises never cease.
Today I thank the Holy Spirit for directing
and guiding me;
And thank my Heavenly Father for HIS
son JESUS who set me free.
My faith and love for GOD will forever remain the same;
Because I know HIS gift in me and that He
knows my name.
So I will forever pray and trust the LORD
with this gift I have to share;
That I am used to spread GOD’s Word, so
that others may be aware:

Thank You LORD for using me and forgiving me for my sins;
A heart that loves and shares GOD’s gift
will be blessed and will always win.
Press toward the mark of GOD’s prize of
your high calling in JESUS CHRIST;
As you answer your call remember to love
as you walk by faith in the path of HIS
righteousness.”
“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so
that I might finish my course with joy, and
the ministry, which I have received of the
LORD JESUS, to testify the gospel of the
grace of GOD.”

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

No Comparisons
Í“Two men went up into
the temple to pray; the one
a Pharisee, and the other a
publican (Luke 18:10).”
To help his disciples understand the difference between traditional praying
and Kingdom praying,
Jesus, who represents the
Christ consciousness, told
them a parable about a
Pharisee and a publican
(Luke 18:9-14). The Pharisee, a devout Jew, spent his
entire conversation with
God comparing himself to
other people. He thanked
God that he was not like
people who were adulterers,
unjust, extortionists, or publicans. He reminded God of
all the Prayer Tools that he
used, such as paying tithes
and fasting twice a week.
The publican, who con-

sidered himself a sinner, did
not compare himself to anyone. He focused his prayer
on God and asked for mercy
because he knew there was
room for improvement in
his thoughts, words, and
deeds.
Jesus ended the teaching by asking the disciples
what they thought about the
two prayers. They concluded that the publican
was more effective in
prayer. The Pharisees’
prayer was ineffective because it was rooted in unhealthy
pride
and
self-righteousness. He used
his prayer time to lift himself and to put the publican
down.
Each path to wholeness
is personal; therefore, it is
useless to compare one re-

lationship with God to another based on external behaviors. Your relationship
with God is a matter of the
heart (I Samuel 16:7).
Thank God for your holistic
growth and development
without comparing yourself
to anyone else. Glorify God
for the progress that you
have made on your journey
without looking at anyone
else. Look at your life and
praise God for how far you
have come.
Exercise: List 3 areas
where you have grown in
Christ. Describe where you
used to be and where you
are now. Once you complete
the list, read it aloud and
praise God for the blessings
and lessons from each
transformation.
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Pinellas educator retires after
teaching over 50 years
ST. PETERSBURG –
Gibbs High School educator Ozzie Mitchell is retiring this year after teacher
for 52 years. Throughout
her time as an educator,
she taught generations of
families here in St. Pete.
Mrs. Mitchell started
her career in Polk
County, where she taught
for eight years. She next
moved on to Gibbs High
School, where she’s

taught English teacher
for the past 44 years.
Mrs. Mitchell has been a
pillar at Gibbs High and
will be sorely missed.
Her colleagues describe Mrs. Mitchell as a
role model for teachers
and students alike. She
demanded the best from
each of her students and
always gave them a loving
but firm hand. Mrs.
Mitchell is seen as an in-

stitution at Gibbs High
School.
On Friday, April 9,
Gibbs High School is
sending Mrs. Mitchell off
with a bang! Students,
staff, and the community
are welcome to join the
party between 2:30-4 p.m.
to express their gratitude
and share stories about
the wonderful educator
that is Mrs. Ozzie
Mitchell.

Let’s be honest, it’s hard
out here for a parent!
If your child is skipping school, displaying signs of
anger, depression and other problematic behaviors
Bethel Community Foundation can help.
We offer youth mentoring, anger management sessions, life skills classes and individual/family
counseling all free of charge!

2901 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 • 727-866-2747
Contact Lena Mooday or Sheana Binns for more information.
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Scenes from Sunday Service
ST. PETERSBURG –
Like many aspects of daily
life, the COVID-19 pandemic
has altered the way congregations in Midtown gather,
worship, and nurture their
spirituality. Following CDC
guidelines, some parishioners have returned to socially distanced services in
familiar sanctuaries while
others hear the word from
their cars in drive-in-like worship.
And still, others are
watching live-streamed services from home. While similar in many ways, each
church has its own personality, driven by music, pastoral
leadership, and the congregation.
There are dozens of
churches in Midtown, some
of them historic and grand.
Others have opened more
recently and hold services in
small storefront spaces in
strip malls.
On March 7, journalism
students in the Neighborhood News Bureau class at
the University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg campus, attended services at
seven Midtown churches.
The vignettes they have written provide a glimpse into a
typical Sunday morning
there, made atypical by the
pandemic. Despite that, resourceful church leaders

have pivoted to continue
leading the way forward.
Pinellas Community
Church: In masks, they
gathered together
Pinellas
Community
Church showed no signs of
slowing down just before the
9 a.m. service started. Cars
filled the grassy parking lot;
masked church staff pleasantly greeted guests, and the
surprisingly large congregation filed into a socially distanced space of worship.
A small crowd grew
around a concession window
for complimentary hot coffee or tea to sip on during the
hour-long service. Some returning and first-time PCC
members mingled while
masked in the sunlit courtyard.
Temperatures
were
checked at the door, where
automatic sanitizer dispensers stood at the ready.
Churchgoers were required
to wear face masks upon
entry; once seated, they
were permitted to remove
them.
Chairs were divided into
sets of twos and fours, with
each set placed six feet apart
from the next. Most families
occupied their respective
sets, but some individuals
shared seating areas due to
the size of the congregation
that morning.

Pinellas Community Church
is located at
1503 31st St. S, St. Petersburg.
(USF/Annalise Anderson)

Jeff Countryman, PCC’s
worship experience pastor,
walked the sanctuary, fistbumping returning members and introducing himself
to new faces.
The service began
promptly. High-tech cameras
on tripods sat at the back of
the room, towering over the
chairs and capturing every
moment for those attending
Sunday service virtually.
Both in-person and virtual congregants were reminded that the day’s
sermon was available for
read-along via the official
PCC mobile app. Prayer requests and offerings to the
church were also available
through the app.
Then, the room went
dark, and a multi-piece band
played energetic modern
worship music. Colored
lights, smoke machines, and
an animated background
made for lively praise as
members of the congregation sang, swayed, and stood
with palms to the sky.
Once the room filled
with heightened energy, lead
Pastor Mark Canfield took to
the stage to deliver the sermon. Between colloquial anecdotes, Canfield’s talking
points included “practicing
Jesus’s way,” learning to silence life’s noise, and caring
for one’s spiritual health in

2021.
At the end of Canfield’s
sermon, PCC staff dismissed
the seated congregation by
sections to avoid unsafe
crowding. Visitors wished a
blessed week ahead and
were welcomed to return
again next Sunday.
— Annalise Anderson
St. Mark’s Missionary
Baptist Church: Finding
the strength to start over
It was a new day, the first
Sunday in a new month. An
opportunity for change, for
choices, and for starting over.
It began not in the pews
but the parking lot.
At 9 a.m., the Rev. Brian
K. Brown stood outside the
front doors of St. Mark’s Missionary Baptist Church. He
held a microphone and
spoke to his gathered congregation. Some were able to
join him physically, parked in
their cars, socially distanced
and safe. About 200 more
were watching online.
Brown smiled as he led
everyone through communion. St. Mark’s staff of deacons, dressed sharply in
suits, masks and gloves,
handed prepackaged communion cups (including
wafers) out to the folks who
were attending in their cars.
Brown invited everyone to
partake together.

St. Mark’s Missionary Baptist
Church is located at 1301 37th St. S,
St. Petersburg; www.stmarkch.org.
(USF/Kristen Boehm)

BUYor REFI

“Can we say amen or
blow the horn?”
Like voices rising up,
horns echoed around the lot.
Around 11 a.m., the Sunday service began inside the
church. Much fewer were in
attendance live, but nearly
100 more were watching online. On this first Sunday,
people greeted each other in
the chat of the YouTube live
stream.
“Good morning, family.”
“Good morning again,
my beautiful St. Mark Family. It is a blessing to virtually
worship with you today.”
St. Mark’s Praise Team,
which consisted of a threewoman choir accompanied
by live piano and drums,
stirred up scattered clapping
and hollers from the few in
attendance, and “hallelujahs”
and emoji from the chat.
Brown’s head bobbed to the
beat in the background, just
visible from where he sat behind his pulpit.
When Brown stood and
delivered his word for the St.
Mark’s family that day, he
was continuing a series of
sermons titled “Starting
over.”
He acknowledged that
everyone listening had a
start-over this past year. He
spoke of how in Exodus, the
Israelites were given a choice
between fear and faith. He

Historic Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church is located at 912
Third Ave. N, St. Petersburg;
www.historicbethelstpete.org.
(USF/Julia Gennocro)

encouraged his listeners to
choose faith, embrace
change, and look for the
sweetness in every day.
“The bitterness called
COVID-19 has made things
very distasteful to us,”
Brown said.
Among the amens in the
chat, one message read, “I
thank God for changing me
from sour to sweet. Thanks,
Pastor Brown, for a reminder
message this morning.”
— Kristen Boehm
Historic Bethel AME
Church: ‘You’ve got the
power’
The singing voices of two
men rang through the computer speakers of the more
than 260 people who remotely attended Historic
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church’s Sunday
service through Facebook
Live.
At 9:16 a.m., the camera
flashed on. Distanced across
the room from each other,
Gregory Porter and Ryan
Kendrick led the morning
worship on the piano, organ
and drums.
Behind them sat three
rows of red chairs where a vibrant choir once sang in
union.
The video’s comment
section was lively as the virtual churchgoers left warm

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
is located at 3747 34th St. S, St.
Petersburg; www.stbarts.dioswfl.org.
(USF/Kristen Boehm)
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welcomes and noted lyrics to
the hymns that played as
their way of singing along.
“Good morning Rev.
Irby, Bethel family and
friends,” Lolita Brown commented.
“Good Morning Historic
Bethel,” the Rev. Dr. Patricia
Smith Wallace wrote.
At 9:30 a.m., the Rev.
Kenneth Irby entered the
frame. He carefully removed
his face mask before greeting the few in live attendance
and those watching at home.
After a brief introduction
and a few hymns, Irby
stepped out of the frame, and
the Rev. Dr. Kevin Wardlaw,
Alba Osborne and Linnell
Baker each entered to deliver invocation prayers and
readings from the Bible.
Irby’s sermon, “You’ve
got the power,” centered on
the importance of COVID-19
vaccinations, encouraging
members of Bethel AME to
get vaccinated themselves.
“I’m telling everybody
who will listen ‘take the shot,’
and if that doesn’t work for
you, get the shot,” Irby said.
“It is a step of affirmation
that you do have some authority, some power over
your destiny. You have the
power to preserve your
health and to protect your life
and the lives of so many others.”
The comment section
flooded with “amens” and
“hallelujahs” in response.
Irby moved on to talk
about how “there is power in
the unity of the community”
and that it is especially present in Pinellas County.
He stated that people
across all denominations
have banded together under
the common goal of getting
community members vaccinated.
— Julia Gennocro
St.
Bartholomew’s
Episcopal Church: Innovation mixed with tradition
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Pinellas
County’s oldest church, has
turned to YouTube in the
wake of the Coronavirus
pandemic to provide its congregation with safe worship.
Every Sunday, following
the live recorded service, St.
Bartholomew posts to their
YouTube channel, giving
members the chance to find
salvation from the safety of

www.theweeklychallenger.com
home. The weekly videos
have created a digital haven
that leaves those tuning in
feeling transported and reconnected to their spiritual
community.
Opening with a long shot
down the center aisle, the
empty but brightly lit, heart
pine-constructed nave filled
the online browser as if to
welcome virtual viewers to
find their seats within the
pews. The church bells
tolled, and the service commenced cutting to a closer
view from the third pew. The
camera was strategically
placed behind members to
cultivate an immersed experience.
The background echo of
the socially distanced,
masked congregation reciting the chosen readings in
unison transformed personal
living rooms into an intimate
sermon. Now focused directly on Father William
Burkett as he stood behind a
tall sheet of plexiglass to protect those attending in person, he preached his Lent
service.
“This has been a great
idea. Informative and nicely
done,” commented Edie and
Jay Racine on YouTube.
Alongside sermons, a
weekly hymn was posted by
organist and choirmaster
Anita Bona, giving an indepth explanation of the history and importance of each
song. Following the brief introduction, Bona played the
instrumental adoration in the
empty church with the
organ’s majestic harmonies
cascading through the
church’s Florida Gothic-style
arches.
Beyond taking an innovative approach to Sunday
service, St. Bartholomew’s
has continued to serve the
local community during the
pandemic with its food bank

and thrift store.
— Aliah Farley
Circle of Faith: Connecting through love
The service at Circle of
Faith began at 9:30 a.m. with
peaceful hymns and a powerful message. Lead pastor
Adam Gray spoke about the
importance of unity within
our communities and how
we can transform change.
The Circle of Faith ministry promises to be, “a welcoming, affirming, diverse,
progressive, nonjudgmental
community of Christian discipleship and Service.” Located in the heart of
Midtown, Circle of Faith
aims to connect the community through love.
Gray spoke that morning as he usually would,
preaching to those who attended in person the same to
those online. His message
rang true for unity, “the society of god,” as he put it, is
how we all relate to one another, no matter where they
were attending from.
“I have here flour, sugar,
and water, all the ingredients
to make bread– but they will
never become bread until action is taken by the yeast,” he
said, “the intentional action of
adding yeast can create a
beautiful change, a transformation from three separate
ingredients into one delicious bread.”
His words brought out
the heart of the Circle of
Faith. “As separate members
of a community, man or
woman, gay or straight,
black or white, doctor or
GED student, these people
would not typically mix in a
society, but here they do,” he
said.
He encouraged all walks
of life to be the yeast, to work
together with intent, so that
as a society, we can stop sep-

Circle of Faith is located at
1310 22nd Ave. S, St. Petersburg;
www.circle.faith.
USF/Jessica Stewart)

arating one another and
transform. Gray said, “we all
need to catch this vision of
making bread, then we will
have the potential for all of
our relationships to be
changed.”
The service ran flawlessly, from the beautiful
hymns sung to the extended
prayers made for those in
need, both virtually and present. The Circle of Faith invites people to come
together on Sunday mornings, as they are; however,
they feel comfortable.
— Jessica Stewart
Pentecostal Temple
Church of God in Christ:
‘A fresh start’
At first glance, all
seemed more normal than
not as the Pentecostal Temple Church of God in Christ
service was live-streamed
and watched from the comfort of a TV screen at home.
The program, despite
being digital, made for an
easy transition into worship
led by Elder Kieth Ash and
then into the “word”
preached by Pastor William
E. Anderson.
Skepticism became a reassuring comfort as the
mood was set through the
fervent affirmations of the
praise team that “it’s shifting.” This, a reference to anything that may be going
wrong in life right now. Ash
asserted that “God has given
us the power to speak to
mountains and tell them to
move,” as he went on to pray
and declare this change.
One comment on the
Facebook live feed read,
“late night in the midnight
hour. God’s gonna work in
our favor!” Another “Hallelujah, thank you, Lord!” And
yet another; “Victory is
mine!” Despite their attendance as virtual, people were

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021
moved.
Worship
was
charged and lively.
Those
presenting,
singing or praying did not
wear masks as they were socially distanced; however,
ever so often, other members who appeared on
screen did have masks or facial coverings.
With a focus on the subject of “a fresh start,” Anderson reflected on a gentleman
he met earlier in the week
whose mask was dirty and
who needed food and complained that he had no
money. Though he had
helped by giving a few dollars to the man, he still felt
“convicted” because he
failed to offer the man an opportunity for a fresh start by
introducing him to Jesus.
The sermon continued
with references to characters
in the Bible who found themselves in need of a reset and
were eventually given one.
“God is more concerned
with our future than he is
with our past,” Anderson asserted as someone commented, “Preach the word
pastor!” His point was to shift
people’s focus on what God
couldn’t do for them even
now.
S.T.A.R.T. was the
acronym shared as the formula for a new start; S —
stop making excuses based
on the past, T — take an inventory of our lives, A — act
in faith, R — refocus, and T
— trust in God.
It was an immersive experience as their Holy Communion was taken after the
sermon, final remarks were
made, and an overall invitation was given for membership in closing.
— Malique Ferrette
Campbell Park Community Church: We are
not alone

Pentecostal Temple Church of God in Christ
is located at 2230 22nd St. S, St. Petersburg;
www.pentecostaltemplecogicfl.com.
(USF/Malique Ferrette)
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Campbell Park Community Church has been conducting its services virtually
each Sunday for the last year.
Before the pandemic,
recorded in-person services
were posted on Facebook so
anyone who had missed
church could go back and
watch.
Service began with a
prayer from Pastor James
Smith followed by Trust In
You, a gospel song that rang
out with themes of community and reliance. “You did
not create me to worry; you
did not create me to fear.”
These words fell heavy because of the ways the pandemic has frightened us.
Smith started praying
over specific people of the
congregation, calling out the
names of those suffering
from cancer and others who
were sick. “We lift up all
those who are sick right now
before you,” Smith said.
After another song of
praise, it was time for the sermon. The entirety of the sermon was intertwined with
prayer intended to hand over
worries to God. The congregants were reminded that
they could not carry the
weight of everything that
has been happening in the
world.
Minister Walter Brady
highlighted scripture concerning the idea of predestination. He talked about what
that means for Christians
and used quotes from the
Bible to point the congregation back to what predestination means for believers.
Brady also spoke on
growth in a Christian’s faith
and intimate relationship
with God. He highlighted
virtues that a Christian
should be striving for and
practicing in order to grow in
their faith.
— Hannah Simpson

Campbell Park Community Church
is located at 1035 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. St. S, St. Petersburg;
www.campbellparkcc.com.
(USF/Kristen Boehm)
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New USF Libraries collection
focuses on Florida’s African
American Experience
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ST. PETERSBURG –
Drawn from previous collections, the African American
Experience
in
Florida (AAE) is a new, online portal that includes
hundreds of artifacts that
highlight the injustices that
affected Black communities and businesses. Some
of the archives date back to
the early 1800’s. As part of
USF’s ongoing efforts to
dismantle systemic racism
and promote racial equity,
the portal will support the
growing need for resource
materials that reveal the experiences of Black lives.
“We’re sitting on some
very rich collections that
can form the basis of fact
and can make it possible for
people to inform themselves. They don’t have to
rely on another person’s interpretation,” said Todd
Chavez, dean of the USF Libraries.
The curated collection
pulls from decades-old acquisitions and includes unaltered
photographs,
newspaper archives and
personal narratives. The
goal is to continue to build
the portal into a larger collection that will help students,
educators,
researchers and the general public learn about
Black experiences in
Florida. A recent addition
to the collection features
3D laser scans recently
completed by the USF Libraries Digital Heritage
and Humanities Collections
(DHHC)
of
the Jackson Rooming
House, which hosted Black
travelers and entertainers
during segregation.
The AAE is a shift for
the library, as it typically focuses on building comprehensive local and regional

collections. It’s now looking
to create meta-collections,
allowing users to search
multiple collections within
a curated subject area. It
took about a year to sort
through hundreds of images and letters, write descriptions and identify
themes.
“One of the most challenging things was identifying which materials best
represent the African
American experience in
Florida,” said Tomaro Taylor, university librarian and
head of Special Collections
for the USF Libraries
Tampa campus. “We have
[many] collections that talk
about Black people and
African Americans in
Florida, but they are not
necessarily wholly representative of what one might
consider an ‘experience.’”
The AAE was the first
collaborative project between the USF Tampa and
St. Petersburg campus libraries. As librarians sorted
through the materials, they
also shared a list of themes
with an advisory committee of library liaisons, staff
and faculty to help identify
the most easily accessible
categories. Six overarching
categories emerged: Activism, Black-Owned Businesses,
Community,

Journalism, The Arts and
General History.
“This project has the
potential to bring history to
life,” said David Shedden,
assistant librarian and head
of Special Collections and
University Archives at
the USF Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library in St. Petersburg. “This collection of
stories can help bring all of
us into a conversation
about the painful history of
racism, but also about the
inspiring stories of African
American communities
during the past 150 years.”
Thanks to a close partnership with St. Petersburg
newspaper The Weekly
Challenger, the portal also
includes stories dating
back to 1967. Every week,
Shedden archives newly
published articles, such as
those related to the
protests that followed the
death of George Floyd last
summer, to help make connections to the past.
“We build upon generations of not only history,
but also archivists and librarians who have come
before us. At some point all
of us will be gone. We can
just hope that what we are
starting here can help not
only the conversations
now, but in the future,”
Shedden said.
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Political trailblazer and ‘Challenger’ adman William Blackshear, dies at age 85
BLACKSHEAR, from front page

American to run for office
in Safety Harbor and Pinellas County.
According to Gloria
Gilghrest at the Pinellas
County African History
Museum, Mr. Blackshear
was also the first Black person elected to public office
in Florida since the end of
Reconstruction in 1877.
Spoken with eloquence
and humility, Mr. Blackshear was quoted at the time
as saying, “I don’t feel I
have won a victory over
anyone. I have been placed
in a position of dignity and
respect by the citizens, and

I will try faithfully to measure up to the dignity and
trust of this position.”
In 1967, Mr. Blackshear teamed up with
Cleveland Johnson, Jr. to
start The Weekly Challenger. It was the beginning of a partnership that
would last 34 years. He and
Mr. Johnson entirely created an advertising-supported news vehicle for the
African-American communities of Tampa Bay.
Throughout the years,
both Mr. Johnson and Mr.
Blackshear helped other
Black newspapers, financ-

Left, Cleveland Johnson, Jr. and
William Blackshear at the 25th-anniversary
celebration of The Weekly Challenger in 1992.

Front, Cleveland Johnson, Jr, and
William Blackshear putting together an edition
of The Weekly Challenger, circa 1976.

ing their efforts to get
them off the ground. Mr.
Blackshear would volunteer days on end, working
for and training the upstarts as a non-paid employee.
As an advertising guru,
Mr. Blackshear chased
after larger advertisers,
veering away from the traditional Black newspaper
advertisers: mom-and-pop
stores. This approach was
instantly successful. He
sought and earned Publix
advertising, and the supermarket has been The Challenger’s most loyal major
advertiser since 1968.
With Mr. Blackshear at
the helm, new revenue
streams poured in from
other grocery and department stores such as J.C.
Penny, enabling The Challenger to transition from a
tabloid to a broadsheet format in 1970.
In 1977, Mr. Blackshear
founded the Southeast
Black Publishers Association. Its initial purpose was
to be a vehicle for sharing
successes, contacts and resources. They even envisioned creating a statewide
agency so that all of the papers in the network could
be part of joint buys. He became the first president,

Photo courtesy of the Blackshear family

part of a program that was
geared to the development
of the Black community as
a whole.”
He and his wife settled
into retirement in Dunnellon, where he volunteered
at a VA hospital in
Gainesville
and
had
planned to spend lazy days
with a fishing pole in his
hand, but his wife became
ill, and he dedicated himself to her care until she
passed in Feb. of 2018.
He eventually moved to
Virginia last December to
live with his family and
peacefully passed away in
the hospital on March 21.
Mr. Blackshear was a
dedicated and loving family
man who adored his wife
and their marriage. He
leaves behind six children:
Bruce Blackshear (Largo),
Angelia Rodriguez and
husband Joseph (Orlando),
Edwina Blackshear (Tarpon Springs), Jeffery

Blackshear
(Bradford
County, Fla.), Sylvia Cunningham (Ruskin), and
Jacqueline Williams and
husband Ret. Col. Harry B.
Williams (Woodbridge,
Va.); 21 grandchildren, 43
great-grandchildren, six
great-great-grandchildren,
sister-in-law
Catherine
Sumter (New York City),
and a host of nieces,
nephews, other family
members, and friends to
cherish his memory.
Due to the pandemic
and the ongoing CDC restrictions on gatherings,
the family has decided to
forego funeral services and
will host a Celebration of
Life service in honor of Mr.
William Blackshear at a
time to be determined in
2022.
Some information obtained in this article was
taken from a 2002 Weekly
Challenger feature by
Barry McIntosh.

William Blackshear retired from
The Weekly Challenger after 34 years
of service to the community in 2002.
Photo courtesy of the Blackshear family

Photo courtesy of the Blackshear family

SHOPPE, from front page

patches of skin to become
red, itchy and inflamed.
After noticing several family
members and people in her
community struggling with
various skin issues, she created the products.
Skin Kandii became
the first African Americanmanufactured product line
sold in The St Pete Store,
a retail showcase backed
by the City of St. Petersburg and the St. Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce.
You can also find Skin
Kandii products downtown
at the pier and on Facebook
and Instagram.
Along with Skin Kandii,
Edwards owns Tampa Bay

William Blackshear and his wife Betty,
who passed away in 2018

Seen here in 2008, William Blackshear
was honored by the City of Safety Harbor
as the Grand Marshal of the
Safety Harbor Christmas Parade.

Saturday Morning Shoppe open for business

spread,” said Rev. Manuel
Sykes, senior pastor of
Bethel Community.
There will also be familyfriendly activities and food
trucks galore. Youth vendors are also welcome to
begin getting exposure for
their businesses. Edwards
said she believes it is essential for young people to prepare early if they want to
succeed in the business
world. At least three youth
vendors will have a booth
this Saturday.
“It’s important to teach
public speaking and how to
interact and become an entrepreneur early in life,” Edward stated.
So far, a many as 50 vendors are expected to participate and share their
products with the public.
Event organizers hope that
after a few months, they can
expand the marketplace
statewide so more small
businesses can gain the exposure they need to create a
loyal customer base, which
Edwards, who owns several
companies, knows is essential for business success.
Her business, Skin
Kandii, is an all-natural skincare line with everything
from natural face scrubs to
oatmeal soap that aids in
the healing of eczema, a
condition that causes

serving for five years.
In 1991, Mr. Blackshear
started up a regional paper,
The TriCounty Challenger,
focusing on Marion, Citrus
and Hernando counties.
The front page was different, along with some inside
pages. It was merged with
the main paper five years
later, and both The TriCounty and The Challenger’s names shared the
front page until late 2001.
In a 2002 interview before his retirement, he
shared his experience
working for a community
newspaper for more than
30 years.
“We [Mr. Johnson] had
an extremely worthwhile
partnership, and what
made it so was that we
never lost sight of what we
came together for in the
60s. We recognized, too,
that we saw ourselves as
being bit players on a very
large scale. Both of us
tended to shun the spotlight.”
On Jan. 31, 2002, Mr.
Blackshear quietly rode off
into the next phase of his
life, leaving the community
with these parting words:
“I am grateful for having
the opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of
many folk [sic], of being a

Launderers, a door-to-door
laundry service, as well as
her newest venture, the outdoor marketplace.
Interested vendors and
those who want to get out of
the house can find more information on Eventbrite;
search Saturday Morning
Shoppe. Vendors can purchase a ticket to reserve a
spot by following the instructions on the Eventbrite page.
As the marketplace
grows, Edwards said
sponsorships are always
welcome, and anyone interested in becoming a
sponsor or for anyone
with questions should contact her directly at
renee0077@gmail.com.
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Brought to you by the
U.S. Depar tment of Health
and Human Services.

‘Essential’ takes
e on
a whole new me
eaning
with COVID
D.

Get vaccinated whe
en it’s your turn.
I’m an essential workerr,, because everyone
needs food. Yo
You know wha
w t’s essential for
me? Not getting COVID
D. And it’s a virus that
keeps changing. Vaccin
nes are here. But until
enough of us are vaccin
nated, we still need
to mask up, stay 6 feet apart, and avoid
crowds. Whenever I see
e that, there’s a smile
behind my mask.
Learn more at cdc.gov
v/
/c
/
coronavirus

